STI MOBILITY GROUP MEETING
May 14, 2009, 5:15 p.m.
Luther Park Meeting Room

Attendance: Bev, Rae, Mona and Gloria.

Minutes: The minutes of the April 30 meeting were approved.

Pedestrian Crossing Flags Update:  The project is complicated by the need to get a permit from the State Department of Transportation. Rae has been checking into the process by email and the State would waive the fee.  In order to bring the intersection at 5th and Poplar to standards, the city would need to re-stripe the crosswalk. The group discussed working on a non-highway intersection so State approval would not be required but agreed the most dangerous intersections all cross State highways. Rae will continue to pursue the permit for this intersection and will forward the link to the "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices" for Mona to consult via faster Internet connection.  Rae expressed a need for information from other Idaho cities who have pedestrian flag projects which cross state highways.  Gloria will email the Moscow library for information about the project there.  Mark McNeese might be able to give information about other cities.  Discussion of the flag materials will wait for more information about the State permit.

Core Circle Meeting Report (Gloria):  Berta and others are meeting with an accountant regarding obtaining non-profit status.  The Core Group also agreed that Berta could investigate obtaining a grant writer.  An administrative person responsible for outreach and web maintenance is needed and grant funding would be needed to pay for this position.  Fundraising was seen as a responsibility of the individual groups, with coordination needed between groups and the Core Circle.

Electric Shuttle Bus:  Gloria said Mark talked with Jeff Bond.  Jeff does not need any involvement from STI at this time and is interested in the shuttle bus from the viewpoint of increasing parking for customers of the businesses on the Cedar Street Bridge.  STI may be useful in advocacy in the future. 

Reports on Other Relevant Meetings:  Gloria participated in one of the IMAP webinar sessions and mentioned the pedestrian flag project, which received a positive response from John Krause of ITD.

4th of July Parade: The group reviewed the application.  The fee is $25 if paid by June 27, $30 if paid after. Gloria said the parade was discussed at the Core meeting where suggested vehicles include a biodiesel truck owned by the Ponderay Garden Center, the Shook twins' vegetable oil van, or an ethanol vehicle, Smart car, or bikes, etc.  Matt Janssen has a solar sound system that could be used.  Considering this information, the Mobility group members decided to hold off on paying the $25 until after the June Core circle meeting.  Gloria will find out about the biodiesel truck.  The pedestrian flags could be waved as part of the parade entry.

Trek to Re-Energize America.  Jim Seyfert of the Pend Oreille Peddlers thinks his group will participate by riding with the bicyclers when they set off from Hope the morning after their arrival.  Bev and Gloria will go to the potluck for the re-energize bicyclers the evening of May 26.  Jim Seyfert asked for our group's assistance in publicizing "Bike Week" which is May 30 to June 6; Bev brought posters to distribute.

Next Meeting:  Thursday, May 28, 5:15 p.m. here at the Luther Park meeting room.

