Waste Meeting Notes from Monday March 16, 2009
(meeting was held upstairs at Eickharts at 7:00pm)
Announcements:
-Next Waste Meeting is Monday April 13th at 5:00pm – 7:00pm at the Sandpoint Library

-Earth Day Fair at Community Hall on Sunday April 26th – STI will be having a table and would like volunteers from each working group to help staff. The Waste group time slot is 10:30 -12:30 along with the Education and Energy group. Need a clipboard with a signup sheet that includes a short description of what the group is about, projects and meeting date and location. 

Terra volunteered to staff this, Laresa will help too. 

Name Change Ideas:

Eco Cycle, Save Sandpoint Stuff, Recyclers, Zero Waste, Waste as Opportunity, Waste?, Waste=Food, Cradle to Cradle, No Waste, By Product Reuse, Waste as Resource.
-continuing to brainstorm ideas for the name to reflect the value of waste, and how it should be a circular cycle. The concept of waste does not exist on an ecologic system.

Mission Statement Ideas:
 Current working idea “Implementing sustainable ways to eliminate waste by creating a circular flow of resources, materials and energy”

-Will send out to working group for suggestions, and changes, this is an evolving idea

-The long term focus is to continue to work toward zero waste by 2030 and lower consumption, by developing a timeline of all the steps and actions that need to be taken. 

-If every small town in America wrote to the manufacturers asking for sustainable zero waste that would produce a big impact- in the long run the manufacturers have to change, maybe through a nationwide petition.

-Right now waste is down because consumption and consumerism is down

Dave and Cindi met with Leslie Marshall the Director of Bonner Solid Waste, and Greg Edwards District Manager of Waste Mangement

Findings-
-Bonner County can’t recycle glass right now because there is no market to buy it, but the county would buy a pulverizer if we found a buyer/market.

-AbCo lost its contract with the county for woody material

-There are lots of regulations with compost programs, need a DEQ permit

A Market has been Found!

Cindi has found a factory in Northern Utah that is on the Union Pacific rail that buys glass. Heritage Glass buys glass bottles that have been sorted by color and crushed into 1” chunks. The glass must be sorted into 3,000 pound heavy use bags. Currently buying at 80$ a ton (4 cents a pound) but we would have to transport it. The glass is made into countertops, and flooring. There is potential for Heritage Glass to have a processing plant installed in North Idaho.

-Need a location to store it

-Need all bottles to be sorted

-Need a crusher- Cindi will check with Woods Gravel to look into the feasibility of using a gravel crusher for glass. 
-Need a form of transport- A truck would cost about $600, Cindi will inquire about train costs

-Our waste group could be an intermediary between Waste Management and Heritage Glass, helping to facilitate the process and educating the public in sorting the glass.
Moscow Recycling

-Moscow recycling is a private/public partnership business that got started with a grant and now recycles 47% of their waste. Very good program to look into since it is in Idaho. Dave will contact and do some deeper research.

Clothing Collection

-It has been discussed at previous meetings that if we could fill a 53ft tractor trailer with donated unusable clothes, shoes and soft toys, they would give us $3,000 a month.

-Laresa talked to several thrift stores in town and they would be thrilled to participate. They currently either throw unusable clothes in the dumpster or get volunteers to take them to Green Cross in Couer D’Alene, where they get shipped to a larger, reprocessing plant. This could fill possibly half the trailer from surrounding thrift stores.
-There is very good potential that this project could work, at least for the summer months but would need a location to store the clothes, where they would stay dry and have the confidence that we could fill the trailer (about 30,000 pounds) once a month. 
-Could talk to Jon Edwards who owns the large mill building downtown

-Potential to have a side project with the Arts Alliance to sew grocery bags made out of solid fabric for a Summer Solstice project –Laresa will talk to Lizzy about this.

-Could also place collection bins at different dump locations to collect clothes

Recycling Guide

-The recycling guide needs to be updated with current information. 

-A copy has been sent to Leslie Marshall who will help to update it
-The Daily Bee takes back plastic newspaper bags and rubber bands

-Need a survey of what businesses take what back to help expand the guide. Contact Jen if interested in helping
Other Topics/Ideas Discussed
-Priest River is doing an urban renewal project

-SBK company in Tacoma, WA recycles electronics by reassembling and reusing, a company in Portland does this as well, Dave talked to a guy in Oldtown who has written a grant proposing to do this locally. 
-Using recycled glass for stained glass art has problems with contamination and alteration of the physical properties.

-Cherratana Harmon has started a petition of “Bag the Bag”- trying to get Sandpoint to ban plastic bags need to contact her to find out more

-Sometime in May or June a large building in downtown is going to be remodeled and all the old material is going to be put in a parking lot and will be free for collection by whoever wants it. The Waste group could help with Advertising this event and informing local builders/contactors, we could also work with the Building working group.
-Richard mentioned some publishing companies in town have offered free printing of black and white flyers.
This was a good meeting and its great everyone made it and is putting so much energy into making something happen. Thanks!!
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