STI Waste Meeting Notes from Monday February 23, 2009
Next meeting Monday March 16th at 7:00pm, location TBA

Notes

-Update from Core Circle meeting. Project guidelines document shows steps to take to propose a project and things to consider. Talked about how STI is a social network and movement not a top down organization. If you want to be involved you can be, it’s all about personal initiative. 

-So much of STI is networking, talking to interested people and groups, and taking the initiative to do something.
-In the newly approved City Comprehensive Plan, the Department of Parks and Recreation call for zero waste. This includes all city buildings (not the workers in the buildings, just the building itself), parks, and concession stands. Commissioner Jon Reuter and city planner Jeremy Grimm have been holding meetings to talk about how to accomplish this and are looking for potential leaders and input. Other people with STI have been working with them. 
-Dave: Went to a meeting with Jeoff Harvey of the DEQ, Leslie Marshall (Bonner County Solid Waste Director), and Lewis Reich (Commissioner) in CDA to talk about the feasibility of getting a glass pulverizer for Bonner and Kootenai Counties. Currently the trouble is getting the DOT and road engineers to buy into the idea of using pulverized glass cullet as part of road fill projects. Cullet can also be used as a liner for septic systems and many other fill uses. The EPA and DEQ support the idea. 
-Cindi: Talked with Loni of ID DEQ who said that ID has changed the regulations to include glass in road fill.

-Glass was previously crushed and used as a cap on top of old landfills in Bonner County, the equipment has since been sold. 

-Pacific Steel would take glass if there was a market. There are businesses that take old glass and turn it into bricks, tiles and also sell it for art projects. How hard would it be to set up a business like that here? 

For plastic it can be remade into other materials but it releases a lot of toxins in the process. The main goal for plastic would be to reduce/eliminate the use altogether. 

-Dave talked to United Recycling, a business in Oldtown where a man has applied for federal grants to buy a machine that processes e-waste (computers, printers, cellphones) and separates the materials to be reused. 

-County is also looking into Material Recovery Facilities- Larger recycling centers that can be labor intensive for sorting. This is a longer term project >10 years.

-Potential goal/project would be to encourage all businesses and restaurants to use bioplastics 

-What is the potential of using AbCo as a compost collection facility? Does all city and county biomass and yard waste go to AbCo? Where does it go?

-Cindi has proposed a project where a company would bring in a 53 ft tractor trailer that would hold unusable donated clothes, shoes, and fabric (unusable by the thrift stores). The container would be picked up once a month and the company would give us (the Waste Group) $3,000. The company is willing to do a 3 month trial period to see if we could fill it fast enough. This would require the cooperation of all thrift stores in town (they would give us their unusable/unsellable materials). But if we gather enough material (which is shredded and reused/reprocessed) it could provide for a paying job for someone to gather the clothes. Proposed potential places for the trailer could be at the Community Garden, AbCo, The ReStore, Pacific Steel.  Laresa will talk to other thrift stores in town to see what they currently do with unsellable clothes. 
-If the Building Group does energy audits, could we combine it with a waste audit at the same time to look at ways to reduce waste? 

-The College of Southern Idaho has a vermiculture program and does educational programs as well. 

-Where does recycled paper go? Pacific Steel takes all paper including cereal boxes (placed with the corrugated cardboard)

-Long term project would be to have a central recycling center that has a compost facility and can gather plastics to be reused for art projects

Action Items:

-Cindi will do some research on businesses that melt glass and resell it for various purposes

-Dave will continue going to meetings about the glass pulverizer and will arrange a meeting with Leslie Marshall to talk about waste issues.

-Laresa will talk to thrift stores to see what they do with unusable clothes and if they would be interested in donating it to the trailer project. 

-Noelle will find out about the legal process hindering using pulverized glass in the roads

-Joyce gave us a hand out of current recycling options, there is also a pdf that will be posted on the STI web site.
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