Mobility Working Group Meeting
Thursday, April 30, 2009,
5:15 p.m., Luther Park, Sandpoint

Attendance: Rae, Gloria, Bev, Mona, Michael, Mark, Clif and Steve

Approval of Minutes of 4-16-09: Bev made a motion to approve the minutes.  Michael seconded and all approved.

Committee Reports

Pedestrian Committee: Mark and Mona attended the recent meeting where Mona presented the flags, which were well received.  The project will next go before the Public Works committee, then to the City Council.  Council person Carrie Logan indicated the City might finance the flags.  Mona will present the flags at the May 6 (5:30 p.m.) meeting of the Public Works committee.  Cody Van Dyke said the city could put up poles and signs for the flags.  Rae has talked to Tome Harvill of the bank near the 5th & Poplar intersection; he indicated that the Sate may need to be involved as 5th is a state highway.  Michael reported that the pedestrian committee also reviewed development plans for the proposed Super One Foods site and preliminary planning for development at the St, Joseph's church site.

Core Group:  Bev is the usual representative to the Core meetings but is unable to attend May 9.  Mark will attend the morning session and Gloria will attend the afternoon session.

Trek to Re-Energize America:  Bev and Rae have been working on contacting the local bicycling groups about this group of bicyclists who will come through Sandpoint on May 26.

New Business

Electric Shuttle bus: Bev reported that Jeff Bonds of the Cedar Street Bridge is interested in backing an electric shuttle bus as there is inadequate parking for the Cedar Street Bridge.  Steve said an electric bus would be expensive.  Mark will call Jeff to get more information.  Steve added that the Sacramento Municipal Utility District has electric buses, there is a national electric auto association with a website and that there is an active electric vehicle advocate in Spokane.

Clif reported progress with the State's IMAP program.  The present plan is to have a mobility manager who will cover the five northern counties with an office located in Sandpoint.  There is funding for two years.  The PTAc (Public Transportation Advisory Committee) today discussed funding for 2010 and it is likely there will be a bus from Bonners Ferry to Sandpoint, connecting to the NICE bus for Coeur d'Alene.  The mobility manager will probably start within a few months and be funded with stimulus money.  The Panhandle Area Council is involved with the five county district concept.

Michael asked Clif what our committee could be doing.  Clif said we should communicate with the mobility manager.  We need an intermodal transportation hub and could help with the planning; perhaps it could be sited at the Super One site or the St. Joseph's site.  The hub would ideally be for all modes of transportation to connect.  We could help with planning and support.

Michael suggested that Mobility Committee members be on City committees.  Both Michael and Mark will be moving out of the area.  Most Mobility Group members live outside the City limits but could sit in on meetings.

Next Meeting: Thursday, May 14, 5:15 at Luther Park.

Addendum: Regarding Re-Energize America, at the May 2 STI Education meeting it was decided that becky kemery would discuss the May 26 event with Phil Role regarding the onvolvement of local bicyclists.  Cricket is going to look into reserving Oden Hall for a potluck and Kenn Cassler is going to contact bike shops and donors to the local bike trail for sponsorship.  Cricket will see it the Heart & Soul group would like to head up the potluck.  Cricket and Gloria will work on a press release.



Thank you Gloria!  Wonderful job on minutes.

