STI MOBILITY WORKING GROUP MEETING
March 18, 2009, Noon
Sandpoint Library
Attendance: Beverly, Mona. Rae (facilitator), Mark, Gloria, Melanie, Mary, Denise, and guest, Clif Warren.
Presentation by Clif Warren, the local IMAP steering committee coordinator:  IMAP is the Idaho Mobility and Access Pathway, the Idaho Transportation Department's process for obtaining local input on all kinds of mobility needs.  Our local network has had two meetings to brainstorm for Bonner and Boundary County needs.  The ideas were prioritized and put into a report available at mobilityidaho.org.  Applications for the Idaho share of federal transportation money are now being received for FY2010 funding.  Funds would be received in April 2010.  The local steering committee will review the applications and make recommendations to the state which may or may not fund the recommended projects as prioritized.  The NICE bus is expected to receive additional funding.  Applications for the additional federal stimulus funding are due March 19.  Our five-county north Idaho district is expected to receive about $1,000,000 but money for projects costing much more has been requested. BCATT (Bonner County Area Transportation Team) and BATT (Boundary Area Transportation Team) have together applied for a mobility manager who would report to the county planning departments.  If the grant is accepted, we can, in the future, bring our concerns to the mobility manager.  Clif estimates that the mobility manager will be in place by this summer.  He can email more information to those who request it.
Approval of March 4, 2009 minutes: The minutes were approved.
New Business: Gloria reported that the library had received an application for a booth at the Bonner County Fair, to be held August 25-29.  STI may want to consider a booth.
Fourth of July Parade: Gloria reported that she talked with Nancy Lewis of the Lions Club.  Applications will not be available until mid-May and will be printed in the Daily Bee.  We can also call Nancy at 263-7796.  Last year's fee was $25.
Core Meeting Report: Bev mentioned several upcoming events which were discussed at the Core meeting.  On March 26, at 3 PM, there will be a program on buying local at the Panhandle State Bank.  The local Earth Day celebration is April 26 at Community Hall.  We need someone from our committee to help staff the STI booth and explain our committee.  There may be an event in observance of Arbor Day.  There are a number of events on May 2 including the ground breaking for the community garden, the opening of the Farmer's Market, and the grand opening of the Six Rivers Food coop.  Six Rivers will have a drop off spot at the Sandpoint Events Center on Wednesdays.  Also, the Wild Rose Foundation is working on a University of Idaho expansion in the old Panhandle State Bank building.  The city of Sandpoint is looking for volunteers for park planning.  The Energy Group has been in contact with the Co-op about selling blended ethanol; a local mechanic can convert cars.  The Core group is still discussing obtaining non-profit status.  They may also open the Core group meetings to additional attendees from each working group.  The next Core meeting will be April 18.
Pedestrian committee: Mark reported that the city pedestrian committee met yesterday and members were enthusiastic about the pedestrian flags and the city may devote a little money to the project.  The city plans future improvements at 5th and Poplar but the flags are a good next step.
Pedestrian Flags: Mona showed a mock-up of a flag, using the recycled lumber covering material which is white on one side and black on the other.  She and Bev think an orange insignia could be stenciled on to increase visibility.  Those in attendance discussed if there were other materials which might work instead and, also, getting volunteer businesses or organizations to sponsor each intersection.  The Boy Scouts, Panhandle Special Needs and the high school shop class were mentioned.  An official statement from the city is still needed, also answers as to whether the city's liability insurance would cover the flags and, finally, approval from Avista to attach the flag containers to the utility poles.
Other Pedestrian committee issues:  The city will issue letters to businesses to warn them not to move snow onto the sidewalks again next winter or face fines.  Pedestrian access to businesses on Oak between 5th and 6th may be improved.
Next meeting: Mark and Bev will co-facilitate as Rae will be out of town.  Mona and Bev will continue to investigate the pedestrian flags.  Moving the meeting to 5:15 p.m. was discussed but the library meeting room will not be available.  Attendees will check on alternative times and locations for future meetings.  The next meeting, April 1, will be in the library meeting room at noon.
Respectfully submitted,
Gloria Ray

Thanks Gloria, I hope I had all my dates right....
