STI MOBILITY COMMITTEE MEETING
February 18, 2009, Noon

Sandpoint Library

Attendance: Mark, Michael, Mona, Cherita, Aaron, Gloria

Minutes: The minutes of the February 4, 2009 meeting were approved.

NEW BUSINESS:

Gloria reported that she called Susan Kiebert this morning for an update on the IMAP (Idaho’s Mobility and Access Pathway) process.  Susan said Cliff Warren has been selected as the coordinator for our IMAP district.  He needs volunteers for the steering committee and we are encouraged to contact him at 

610-4289 or clifw@wildblue.net.  Mark said he may contact Cliff.

Michael suggested that everyone read the transportation part of the Sandpoint Comprehensive Plan summary and that everyone should get a copy either online or at City Hall.  The city is working on zoning now and we can get copies of that too.  When we propose projects we should see if they are substantiated in the plan, giving the projects additional validation.

REPORTS ON RECENT MEETINGS:

Michael reported on the recent Core meeting.  The organization is still developing in areas such as, how much does each project need to be approved by the Core group?  How loose, how structured should the organization be?  How about insurance and liability?

Mark reported on the February 13 Mark McNeese presentation on “Idaho’s Vision for Walking and Bicycling.”  McNeese distributed copies of the report summarizing public input on pedestrian and bicycling needs.  His department will be setting up a website to share information on projects and funding.  We passed around copies of the report.  Michael asked that the closing paragraph of the McNeese report be contained in the notes:


PLAN TO ATTEND IDAHO’S FIRST STATEWIDE BICYCLING AND WALKING MOBILITY 
CONFERENCE ON APRIL 23RD AT BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY.


1. VISION RESULTS IN GOALS FOR ALL THREE LEVELS—COMMUNITY, REGIONAL AND STATE


2. GOALS RESULT IN OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES FOR ALL THREE LEVELS


3. STRUCTURE IS PUT IN PLACE TO SUPPORT IMPLEMENTING IDENTIFIED STRATEGIES


Mark McNeese, ITD Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator, mark.mcneese@itd.idaho.gov

208-334-8272

McNeese had extensive information on the use of pedestrian flags.  Mona will contact him for information, including the use of recycled materials.
Michael reported on the Sandpoint Pedestrian committee.  They focused on problems at 5th and Poplar.  A traffic light is needed but it would take years to happen; the flags would help in the meantime.  Salt Lake City has a great flag program.  Mark is now on the Pedestrian committee as well and they need more members.  In addition to 5th and Poplar, the committee thinks flags would help at the intersections of 5th and Oak, Division and Superior, and Hwy 2 at Dairy Depot.  Mona suggested crossing guards for the intersections that are only busy at certain times when the high school students are crossing.  How about student crossing guards from the High school, giving the kids responsibility?  Michael will take that idea to the Pedestrian committee.  Mona has a number of ideas for the flags and flag containers.  Mark suggested that businesses at those intersections might sponsor the flags and monitor them.  Mona will talk to William at the Habitat Restore about recycled materials that could be used.

VISION/MISSION STATEMENT:
We constructed a tentative mission statement, “To create sustainable, environmentally-friendly modes of transportation, integrating local and regional transportation, and with emphasis on non-motorized modes and alternatives to private vehicles.”

PROJECTS:

Parade:  still considering the previous ideas including pedicabs, flags, and alternative vehicles.
Mark discussed his interest in a plan for a walkable downtown.  He has seen the Transportation Dept. plan for more than doubling the width of Hwy 2 and changing its route to 5th.  Cherita started a lively discussion on how much priority should go to planning for the private automobile versus other modes of travel.

OTHER:

Cherita asked if the time of the meeting could be changed to accommodate the schedules of more working people.  We did not discuss any possible alternative times.

Submitted by Gloria Ray

February 21, 2009
