STI MOBILITY COMMITTEE MEETING
FEBRUARY 4, 2009, NOON
Sandpoint Library


Attendance: Beverly, Mark, Rae, Michael, Mona, Gloria.  Richard Kuhnel and Susan Drumheller arrived later.

Beverly introduced Mona Lang-Gillming, who is new to the committee but has been interested since the the STI unleashing.  Bev will send a letter to those on her list of interested people, inviting them to the next Mobility Committee meeting.

Minutes: the minutes of 1-21-09 were approved.

Core meeting: Michael discussed the upcoming Core group meeting, this Saturday, February 7.  He would like an alternate to attend with him since he will be unable to attend some of the meetings.  Cherita had volunteered but is not here today.

Michael also reported on last night's meeting on speaking up at public hearings.  Attendance is encouraged at the Sandpoint Comprehensive Plan hearing to be held February 11, 2009 at 7 p.m. at City Hall.  Susan Drumheller encourages Mobility Committee members to attend to voice their concerns regarding the plan.  Michael thinks the language of the plan may de-emphasize pedestrian and bicycle concerns.

Contacting people interested in our group: Bev has a list and may contact them.

Bev volunteered to go to the Core group meeting with Michael and is willing to be an alternate.  They will let Cherita know that her interest is appreciated but Bev has volunteered because we don't know it Cherita is able to do so.

Mission Statement:  Richard Kuhnel arrived as we discussed the committee's mission.  We discussed incorporating concepts such as "people friendly," Sandpoint area as "regional hub," and "sustainable."  We will discuss via email before the next meeting.  Bev will take a draft to the Core meeting.

Susan Drumheller arrived and discussed the Sandpoint Comprehensive Plan meeting.  People will need to sign in to be on the list to speak and comments will be limited to three minutes.  Please attend and speak to our interest in non-motorized transportation.  Julie Meyer is the chair of the City's bicycle advisory committee.  Rae will contact Julie about attending one of our Mobility Committee meetings.  Susan mentioned ITD's Mark McNeese, his visit to Sandpoint and involvement with a possible state-wide bicycle group.

Pedestrian Flags: Rae talked to Molly O'Reilly again.  When pedestrian flags were tried in Sandpoint people took the flags.  The most needy intersection is 5th and poplar; Mike Harvill would like to see a stoplight there.  We might talk to him about sponsoring the flags since his bank is at that intersection.  Perhaps we could start with flags at three intersections.  The idea will be discussed at the next pedestrian committee meeting.  Richard suggested locally manufactured materials, someone suggested recycled.  Rae suggested simple.  Someone would have to check on flags to make sure enough remained at each intersection.  We agreed on a subcommittee of Rae and Bev to investigate flags and report in a month.

Other projects:  We reviewed the other projects.  The flags, 4th of July parade, and "yellow bikes" might be addressed in the short term.  Park and ride locations, pedicabs and school bus sharing are more long term projects.  Jon has accomplished the rideshare website.  Another accomplishment: Michael's participation in the pedestrian advisory committee.  Mark wants to continue pursuing public transit and plans for a walkable downtown core area.

Next Meeting: February 18 at noon at the library.  Rae and Bev will be out of town but we expect enough attendance to have a productive meeting.  Mark will facilitate the meeting.

