STI:  Food Systems WG

January 18th, Gardenia Center

Theme:  What projects and focus groups do we need to create a local, sustainable food system in our community?

Participants self organized into the following focus groups (FG).  Each FG was asked to develop a mission statement and at least one goal for this year.  Detailed notes for each group will be uploaded separately.

FG:  Urban Fruit and Nut Tree Forest

Convenor:  April Jackson, aprjackson@gmail.com, 208 819 8913.

FG mission is to plant fruit and nut trees in the Sandpoint Community.

Goals: 

1.   Get grants for funding purchase of stock.

2.  Talk to city planners and residents in community to gather support for project.


FG discussed gathering scion wood and grafting vs. purchasing trees.  The first option is significantly cheaper.  Scion wood can be purchased in bulk for 50 cents per root, prunings can then be grafted on.  Product must then be nursed for a year before planting.  This option is however much more labor intensive and outcome is less reliable.  The second option is much more simple, faster and significantly more expensive considering most 3 year stock is priced over $60 each.

FG: Seed Saving

Convenor:  Mickey, aprjackson@gmail.com, 208 819 8913.

FG mission was not stated.

Goals:

1.  Contact a small group of growers and encourage them to save at least one kind of seed for a seed bank or seed sharing event.

2. Host a seed exchange in January of ’10.

3. Conduct a seed saving workshop this season.

Participants:  Susan Morton  

 David Rookey:  daverookey@live.com, 263-8345

 Anne Wilder Chamberlain:  wildthing@earthnet.ws, 448-2506


Ginny Schmidt:  ginny83856@yahoo.com, 448-0944
FG: Food Preservation

Convenor:  Michelle Goode7@aol.com
FG Mission is to preserve and protect foods.

Goals:  Host a series of workshops on preservation;  one every 3 or 4 weeks.  Including pickling, dehydration, jams, low acid pressure cooking, acid water bath, freezing and fermenting.

Participants:  Susan Morton,263-8345


Pat Wentworth, pwentworth1@yahoo.com
FG:  Community Kitchen
Convenor:  David and Susan Rookey, daverookey@live.com, 263-8345
To be included in Food Systems WG mission:  organic, sustainable, Community.

Goals:  

1.  Gathering information about One World Café (working community kitchen model in Salt Lake, Spokane and elsewhere)

2. Find a location for a communit y kitchen in Sandpoint.

3. Fundraising.

4. Building a relation with city government and Chamber of Commerce.

5. Building relations with other “One  World” proprietors.

6. Create a business plan

7. Sustainability of the business.

8. Open for business.

Other Participants:  Ginny Schmidt, ginny83856@yahoo.com, 448-0944
FG:  Sandpoint Community Garden Project

Convenor:  Lynn Pietz, lynnpietz@hotmail.com, 265-3563

Notes:  Susan Fiskin, suz@ADD-ish.com, 265-9828



Contact:  Jeff Burns

FG mission is to support and encourage our community to cultivate organic urban gardens.

Goals:  

1.  Plant NOW!  Project public relations

2. SPIN Gardening.

3. Plant one edible plant project.

4. John  Jeavons  growing workshop

5. Plant an extra row project.

Specific Project for 2009:


Create a community garden.

Other Participants:

Shakura Young, 263-1672

Julie Mcallan & Ethan Schlussle, jlmccallan@yahoo.com, 255-2706

Terri McDonald, Terri@adessowellness.com
, 290-6091

Gaia Swinford, swin4rd@nctv.com, 255-7046

Lillian Deckers, polidec@earthlink.net, 255-2225

David Rookey, daverookey@live.com, 263-8345
