STI FOOD GROUP

Gardening Sub-Group Meeting

February 11, 2009

The Gardening Sub-Group met at 4:00 p.m. at Coldwater Creek upstairs.  

The following people were in attendance:


Shakura Young

Lynn Pietz

Jeff Burns


Julie McCallan 

Ethan Schlussler
Gaea Swinford


Moh Andreas


Richard Kuhnel
Michelle

Scott Daily
The meeting began with an overview of the Community Gardens project, particularly a report by Moh Andreas on a preliminary layout design of the gardens.  She asked for any input from the group and left the design for the group to study and ask questions.  Ethan and Julie brought pictures of a garden they had designed once for a school setting.   The pictures were submitted to Moh for consideration.
Jeff held a discussion about the garden project.  It was originally ¼ acre and is now 1/3 acre.   He would appreciate not planting it all in vegetables this year, but would like to have flowers in some parts and add more vegetables the next year.
The following questions arose:
1) How far must a garden be from the heavily traveled street to avoid exhaust fumes?

2) Where should fruit trees and bushes be planted within the garden?

3) Should there be a fence, and if so, what kind of fence?  Gaea mentioned a green fabric fence and said she would research it; a picket-type fence was also mentioned.  

4) What would a history and/or analysis of the soil makeup produce?  Would there be any harmful chemicals or metals there?

5) For our organic garden, which will be planted above ground in newly created topsoil, how long should the garden area be without herbicide or pesticide spray to be considered an “organic garden?”  Since Roundup has been used by the parks system, what effect could that have on our vegetables?  Gaea said she would research that.
6) Would grass from underneath the raised beds become a problem?  What kind of grass is there?  Is it the type with rhizomes which spread easily?

7) What should the walkways be like?  Should they be tree bark, rock, or grass?

8) Should the gardens have a name beyond “Community Gardens”?  “Peace Gardens” and “Harmony Gardens” were names suggested.

9)  Should we have a party at the beginning of the planting and a “Harvestfest” party in the fall?  The group informally agreed that this would be a good thing.

10) We are interested in types of plants and flowers to discourage insects.  Shakura agreed to provide a list of such plants.









                          2





Many of the above questions will take further study.

Resilience of the community as measured by an increase in food production from one year to the next must be addressed, as well as how many people were involved and produced how many pounds of food.  Some aspects of the garden should be measured for learning what went well to modify for next year.  Also, numbers of volunteers, hours worked, and pounds of produce may be good indicators for us as well as the city for future expansion.
Spin Gardening was another project the group discussed.  This concept involves pairing someone who has land that could be used for gardening with someone who wants to garden but has no land.  They would have a partnership and share the produce.  Our group’s involvement with this would be to have two lists and give the people a chance to connect.  We would not take part beyond getting the people together.  Shakura, Lynn and Gaea would work on such a project.

Other projects were briefly touched upon.  They were:  a John Jeavons growing workshop, and planning is in process.  “Plant an Extra Row” is a project of The Food Bank and Master Gardeners.   The Home Horticulture classes offered by The Univ. of Idaho Extension are offered to the public, and should not be duplicated by STI.

“Plant a Row Project,” a way to publicize the STI efforts in the community and give information about gardening, might involve: when to buy seeds, when to plant, when to fertilize, etc.   This was not discussed in this meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Pietz

Gardening Sub-Committee facilitator

