STI Energy Committee - 3rd Mtg.                                  Monday, Feb. 2, 2009

Attendees:
Philip Freddolino, Kirk Ellis, Matt Janssen, Martha Hoxley, Noah Grand, Richard Kuhnel, Herb & Merla Barberie, Peggy Braunstein, Bill Howell

 

Richard and Matt gave us updates from the Core Group meeting on Jan 15. It was suggested that all the groups come up with a 1) mission statement/statement of intent, 2) goals of the working group, 3) one project for the spring/summer that can be completed within the year, and 4) an energy descent action plan interface (steps toward the 2030 target), 5) possible articles for the Reader about what the committees are doing.

 

-Currently STI is a non-profit, but it does not have 501C3 status. If money does come in, STI will work with a fiscal agent. 

-For now, when talking to government agencies or other authorities don’t say you are working for STI, just say you are with a group working towards sustainability. 

-For projects there will be a system of support and suggestions to make sure the projects follow guidelines that will help it to be successful and to follow the principles of STI.

 

Matt asked for a volunteer to be the Energy Committee advocate for the core group's next meeting. Kirk attended in his place.

 

Herb spoke about the pellet plant, Waste Management, and Avista, and his sense of urgency regarding getting them on board asap. Pilot ethanol plants are online now. Cellulose is currently the most abundant resource available locally.

 

Three generators are running with the gas from trash piles. Methane is being compressed and stored as natural gas.

 

In regard to a Mission Statement, a few suggestions were made:

“Survive with as much of our current lifestyle when the sh.. hits the fan.”

“Explore all alternative energy systems and bring in feasible ones from community resources.”

“To explore and identify the feasibility of available options with the ultimate goal of attaining a sustainable broad-based local energy resource base.”

“Include long-range planning, education.”

 

Kirk reported that the owner of The Co-op Country Store will be changing his pumps anyway, and we should encourage him to put in pumps for blended ethanol.  There are govt. grants and tax incentives (the owner can recover .45/gal.) for installing blender pumps E10-E85, and regular cars can run on up to E50.  Perhaps this could be our short-term project, but if you contact the owner, don’t say that you speak for STI.

 

There was a discussion regarding obtaining the David Blume film, Alcohol Can Be A Gas, for a non-commercial free viewing at the library or the Panida. Phil will contact Blume’s organization. 

 

Each of the meeting participants were asked to speak about their relevant areas of expertise:

Matt – Vapor Locomotives–innovation in combustion engines – biomass (slash) used to power steam engines – cogeneration steam unit to go to logging sites; Martha – networking (numerologist/landscaper); Noah (and partners) – starting a business/ permaculture farm using worms for vermiculture, biochar (a process of burning waste and creating a soil rich in carbon). This increases crop production and decreases C02, making an excellent fertilizer. They are also working on ethanol production, greenhouses, and mushrooms; Richard – permaculture, co-founder STI; Herb- wood gas conversion, chipper design, logging & mechanical design, dual fuel vehicles; Merla – attends meetings with Herb; Peggy – alternative energy home, learned from Steve Wiley (sp?); Bill – geology, geophysics; Phil – lives off grid, PV & ethanol, organic gardening; Kirk – ethanol proponent.

 

Matt spoke on a combined heat and power system, using feedstock of woody biomass and from forest remediation. There was also a discussion of the district heating system once used to heat downtown Sandpoint buildings. We should look back to the 1900s when communities were self-sufficient by necessity.

 

-Specialized engines such as for the HumV could get up to 100 mpg (military 6.2 liter diesel). Hummers were the most efficient way to get groups of people to remote off-road sites.

-When thinking about vehicles for sustainable living, we also need to consider the energy used to maintain road structures.

 

It was suggested that we invite Steve Wiley to speak. 

 

Questions to be pondered: How much energy should we allocate per person in an energy budget? How much do we use now? How much can we cut out? Other countries use 1/3 to ½ less energy than the US. Avista will be performing energy audits in residences in Sandpoint. Richard spoke about Gussing, Austria and their exporting of locally produced energy. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 12th at 6:00 at the Sandpoint Library. 

