STI ENERGY COMMITTEE

September 20, 2010

The committee met at the Sandpoint Methodist Church at 6:00 p.m.  

We received an update on the progress of the ethanol co-op project from Phillip, who discussed the statistics nationally of ethanol use.  He is sure that with all the working people in the 4 counties around us, there might be 12,000 fill-ups a day.  
Israel suggested that when we form this co-op, we should go into it in a big way, with a “Bonner County Fuel Station”.  It could have ethanol and biodiesel, as well as an EPA certified mechanic to modify vehicles into being flex-fuel vehicles.  Currently the government gives 45 cents per gallon credit; we would take in a percentage for the co-op, give a percentage to the consumer, and a percentage to members.

A discussion ensued about supporting production of food with energy from ethanol.  We could work with farmers, supplying their farm equipment with fuel, including biodiesel for tractors, and ethanol for trucks, which would be taking the produce to market. 

Currently our focus is on support for those local people who are producing food to meet the needs of our community.

We agreed to meet October 28, Thursday, at 5:00 p.m. at the Sandpoint Library.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Pietz
