STI ENERGY COMMITTEE

October 28, 2010

The committee met at the Sandpoint Library at 5:00 p.m.

Philip Freddolino reported on his visit to Heritage Farms and his discussion with the Hieberts about their vehicle fuel costs and the ideas they had for extracting starch from legumes they would be growing.  The starch would be used for making ethanol, and the outer casing with the protein would be given back to the Hieberts for feed for their animals. 

There was a discussion about the grants and credits available to anyone who would put in a blender pump (for mixing ethanol with gasoline, and being able to control the percentage of each).  Philip mentioned Wal-Mart and their desire to put blender pumps at their stores across the nation.  Dee Miller looked up Wal-Mart on her laptop and found that they do not actually own the gas stations on their properties but contract it out.  She found that as yet, no blender pumps are on Wal-Mart property.  

Philip then said that he thought local independent gas stations and Clark’s Oil from Lewiston could be interested in installing blender pumps if they were made aware of the incentives.  We discussed what stations in our area are actually privately owned, and made a list.  They include Dick’s Oil in Bonners Ferry and a One Stop station on Highway 200.  Philip and Kirk Ellis agreed to gather materials and approach those independent stations with a proposal. 
Dee mentioned her correspondence with Jack Brown of University of Idaho, who is working on extracting Canola oil for gasification and biofuels.  
The question has been looming:  Since we are in process of forming a co-op for distribution of ethanol, what should be the next project of this Energy Committee.  The group then brainstormed about educating the public about passive refrigeration and the “Future of Food,” and stoves, particularly the Sun Frost brand.  
A discussion was held about coordinating efforts with other STI groups in educating the community.  One problem we and all in STI face is the continued public apathy, not just in our region, in regard to “going green”.  Many very bright people around the world are inventing some really promising products to help us make that conversion.  It is disheartening to hear that people continue to buy gas guzzling vehicles and large-screen TVs with little or no thought to the added quantities of energy they use.  Educating the public is quite a large job, and strides have been made in some areas.  There still, however, seems to be an attitude of, “Yes, I want to go green, but don’t make me give up anything, or make big changes.
The next meeting will be at the Sandpoint Library November 18, at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Lynn Pietz

