STI ENERGY GROUP

MINUTES

April 21, 2010

The monthly meeting of the Energy Group convened at 6:00 p.m.  at Luther Park.  Joining us was the STI “Waste Less” Group.  The discussion with both groups was about how Kirk and Philip could obtain food waste, particularly fruits,  starches and sugars, from the community for their ethanol stills.   Above all, this group does not want to infringe on any food for people or animals. 

Cindy Peer reviewed her discussion with Yoke’s and The Food Bank.  Yoke’s gives all its left over food to The Food Bank.  The Food Bank donates its unusable food waste to pig farmers.  Perhaps we could approach Super 1 Grocery before they open, and ask about our being the “middle man” between the grocery store and the farmer, separating out the starches and sugars, and giving the rest for the animals.

We decided to approach several restaurants in town as well, particularly bakeries. 
The schools could be approached and asked to divide their trash, separating out milk, and possibly food waste.  Ellen, who works at a school, will approach the schools. 

Growing buffalo gourds and sweet sorghum on Peggy’s land is a real possibility.  Also, the public could be aware that  situations in which plants are heavily dosed with toxins, and not  edible, could be rectified by giving them to this group for ethanol making.  
Methods for hauling such food waste were discussed, including a man in town who picks up used cardboard boxes.    Richard mentioned a system in which we would place bins on wheels at the businesses, to pick up once a week, and reduce the amount of tipping fees the businesses currently have to pay.

Gleaning was discussed, and how the man who does this in town, could pick all the fruit, giving us any fruit that is inedible.

The Waste-Less Group moved to another location in the building to continue their monthly meeting, and the Energy Group continued.
The brochure draft was given approval and will be submitted for editing before it is printed.
Philip was asked what would benefit the ethanol project the most.  He replied that education of the community would help greatly.  We discussed the article that Kirk has written, and decided to proceed with putting it into “The Reader”.  Lynn will forward that article for Philip to read before we approach the publication.
The movie, “Ethanol can be a Gas”, was discussed.  The group decided to show the two-hour film in July at the Cedar Street Bridge, put fliers around the town, and articles in the newspaper, and offer it to the public, not as part of the Education Group, but on our own.  Efforts will be made to reserve the room.  

Lynn asked that someone else take the leadership of the group, because Lynn has other commitments.  Lynn will continue to take minutes of the meetings; Philip will be in charge of the group for the May meeting, and then turn it over to Israel in June when he has completed a class he is taking; Dee Miller will represent our group at the May 8 Core Circle meeting. 

This meeting was adjourned at 9:00.

Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Pietz

