ETHANOL/ALCOHOL CO-OP

Meeting

August 23, 2010

The first meeting to start a co-op began at 6:10 p.m.  Those present were:


Richard Kuhnel


Israel Gonzales


Kirk Ellis



Dave Pietz


Lynn Pietz



Chris_________


Lisa Robbe
Richard expressed a wish that we move forward together.  We should make unanimous decisions before we move forward; he suggested taking 30 seconds of silence each meeting to tune into what is happening in the room.

Kirk reported that Keith Allred, a Democratic candidate for Governor, will be in Bonners Ferry Saturday, August 28.  Kirk will give a talk at that gathering about ethanol and demonstrate his chainsaw which runs on ethanol.

Kirk gave a list of expenses he has compiled so far, regarding what would be needed to purchase a tank ($2,200), rent a site ($300), prepare the site according to containment regulations ($3,000), purchase fuel ($30,000).  All are estimates so far, with an over all estimate of moneys needed as $40,000.  He has called realtors and the calls have not been returned.  He is looking for the best price for the ethanol, which would include trucking it into our area.  
Richard gave a report from Dee Miller, who could not attend the meeting.  She has called Idaho Commerce and the state tax commission; neither of whom tracks the amount of gasoline sold by counties.  The information could be gained through the fuel distributors throughout the entire northwest, a very time consuming task.

ITD does not track Flex Fuel Vehicles; it could only be done through each manufacturer’s VIN, a very costly and time consuming process.  Dee mentions that while she does not have figures for our meeting, she is closer into the process of finding the best route for this information.  Rokstad Ford sold approximately 50 FFV’s in Bonner County last year—only an estimated number.

Because of the expense involved, there was concern about how to bring in enough members for the co-op to acquire enough money to purchase the items mentioned above.  Grants were briefly discussed.
There was a suggestion made at the showing of the “Alcohol Can be a Gas” movie, to approach the Farmer’s Market vendors. They could be interested in a co-op membership.  Kirk mentioned the Sandpoint Police Department which already owns flex fuel cars.  This led to a discussion of what large local companies are in town that could be approached with the idea of using ethanol: the schools, the contractors, Farmer’s Market vendors, Schweitzer Basin, Coldwater Creek, Litehouse Dressing, the medical community, and the Forest Service.  

Israel suggested that we divide up these groups between us and ask them to fax us information about how much fuel they use (or how much money they spend on fuel) in their vehicles per year.  So far we have these people assigned to contacting the groups:  


Israel:  Contractors


Lynn:  Schools


Lisa:  City/county governments about their police, fire, parks, etc. vehicles


Chris:  Schweitzer
At our next meeting we will compile our information, and create a presentation for each of these groups suited to them.  Kirk and one of the others of us will go to each one and make a presentation.  Once we have several large groups agreeing to use ethanol as a percentage of their fuel, it would be easier then, to bring individuals into a co-op.

Lisa mentioned that the Bonner Business Center offers free help for start-up businesses, and we should tap into that information; they might also offer a site for our fuel tank.  We agreed that we will contact them after we get a few more significant things in place.

Dave asked about creating a brochure specific to the advantages of using Ethanol.

There are some websites which could be approached for brochures, bumper stickers, and general information about ethanol for the public, according to Kirk.  Lynn will write emails to those sites asking for brochures, and other items.  Kirk will email those websites/email addresses to Lynn.

Getting board members was discussed briefly.  At some point we will be each asked to find people willing to be board members, as well as what kind of business model we want to set up.  

The meeting adjourned with Lynn agreeing to approach The Bridge for use of the upstairs room for the next two co-op meetings:  Monday, September 13, at 6:00 p.m. and Monday, September 27, 6:00 p.m.  We have just become aware that the church charges rent to all groups meeting there, including nonprofit groups.  We will find out how much is charged and determine if we want to continue having any meetings there, either for the co-op, or for the STI-NRG group.
Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Pietz 
