STI Core Group Meeting                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             June 5, 2010


Present:, Pat Wentworth,  , Gaea Swinford, Bev Chapman, Debra Duwe , Dee Miller, Mark Cochran, Karen Lanphear, Suzan Fiskin
1.  4th of July – Bev Chapman 
Bev and Martha have bought the parade permits - 2 vehicles each.

Energy group will supply  and organize alternative fuel vehicles - Martha. Pedicabs
will be invited. 

Action:: All groups are invited to participate and march or ride bikes in the parade.

Bev will send out email on meeting location. Banner – Pat, Tee Shirts – Bev,   
 

2. August - Yogathon and Picnic – Mark Cochran
Mark reported that the health group (now known as the Holistic Chamber of Health)

is trying to organize a yoga thon for the summer as a fund raiser.  There is resistance

from the local yoga teachers who feel threatened by competition but   Dee Miller volunteered to organize a meeting with teachers to talk about the benefits of collaboration. 

Suzan and Bev volunteered to contact other yoga teachers to get them involved. 
The Garden picnic will be hosted in the same spot and focus on local foods. 
Action:  Suzan will call Park and Rec and get the rental information for the pagoda @ City Beach.Karen to get in touch with the docmentary folks re: the dates of their filming to make 

sure the yogathon and picnic are coordinated. This event will be developed @ the July Core Group Meeting. 
3. Food and Nature's Path Grant. – Pat Wentworth
 Pat has submitted the grant on behalf of food group and will manage the grant. 
 $10,000 organic garden lay out with local volunteers, $10,000 fund raiser

$ 5,000 workshops

Action: All groups are asked to vote for the grant which will be given based on votes received.
Group asked to contact schools, Pat will contact Middle school, STI email and Chamber have been contacted to raise the voitng #'s 

 

4. Documenting Volunteer hours and In-Kind Donations  - Karen and Gaea
 All  groups are asked to start keeping track of their volunteer hours (back to January)

This accounting helps with the 50lc3 status of STI and  with the grant proposals where we 
have to demonstrate local support. In kind donations are also important to document.
Keeping track of articles published is another support for 50lc3 as well as grants. 

 

NOTE:  You can keep track of your milage as it relates to your volunteer work. This is a personal tax deduction @ .51 a mile.  . 
Action:  Gaea will contact Alma and send out a model volunteer documentation form. 

5. Richard’s Email
Will report on EDAP plans in July and will meet with Cricket around planning a movie series to raise interest.  The foundation will report on grant awardees in July. 

Website manager request – this was discussed later in the agenda

6. Mobility – Bev Chapman

Bev reported that they are losing about 1 flag a week (although during Lost in the 50’s they lost 3 flags).  The group replenishes the flags and doesn’t worry about  the ones that they lose – figures they are going to good homes or will start something in another community. 

Hope is that the City will fund the flag project in the next budget cycle.  Also hoping that Friends of STI (individuals) might want to sponsor flags.  Suzan thought flags should have simple logos to identify the project as part of the STI/City coalition. 
7. Health – Mark Cochran

The Health working group has morphed into the Holistic Chamber of Commerce. They meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month @ the Tango Café @ 11:30.  The Chamber now has 23 members. Meetings are well attendied, good energy and looking for new directions.  Last month they held a “fishbowl” meeting to get ideas and found it very productive.  All businesses and non-profits are welcome to join. 

The group will  eventually apply for 501c6 status –which is the non-profit status for chambers. 

8. Energy – Dee Miller
Group hasn’t met as a group since last core group meeting but did host an out of town speaker who offered many ideas for compost heated green houses, algae fertilizer and biomass.   Members of the group have met with the County Commissioners to discuss keeping the waste stream in the county. 
Dee is also promoting the growing of hemp in the county and has talked to the sheriff and will be talking to others about legal issues related to growing this plant that has huge economic potential for the county.   Hemp growing is very profitable in Canada where they gross 360 million dollars a year. Dee has contacted State Rep, Erik Anderson from Priest Lake and will be working with him to develop a resolution for the state.  Sheriff is behind the idea but needs legal support.   Dee asked we all sign Hemp Postcards. 
9. Education – Debra Dewe
Next movie is Numan on June 16th. This is a 90 minute film on the animating force of nature. 
It talks about the healing force of nature and the strength of the natural world 
Cricket will have additional copies for sale for $25 ( $20 to cover cost and $5.00 to STI) . 

10. Folk School – Karen Lanphear  ( added after meeting)

Folk school classes are meeting with mixed attendance – based on how much additional promotional work the instructors are doing.  Ayruvedic Medicine class had 12 students, watercraft  and forging had a few students each.   All instructors are being contacted and asked for feedback and ideas.  Additional promotional support on our website and in other venues is being developed.  

Action: All groups are asked to promote the folk school @ their summer meetings. 

Communiversity meeting will be held on June 21 @ the Bird Museum – Please contact Karen if you can attend in her place. We are looking for ways to set up internship programs with the existing educational institutions. 

11. Future Directions for Core Group and STI
Second half of the meeting was a discussion on how STI can strengthen its groups and expand its mission in the community.

Bev made the case that we need to have a paid promotional person to manage the website and do outreach for the groups. She suggested we start using interns from various colleges. 

Pat  talked about the fact that the administrative support for writing grants and managing the business of STI.  The volunteer energy is exhausted by the work and it isn’t efficient if many folks are doing the same things. 

Action: Board and everyone:  We need to look at finding grants and on-going funding to support our work as well as developing the Friends of STI program.   Talk to Alma and get understand the relationship of grant writers and building in administrative costs. 
Karen asked that we find a new focus that helps the groups work together and focus efforts. Gaea suggested we use Food as the organizer for the coming year.  Pat will send out links to a website that helps all groups – energy, education, health, etc – see how their work is linked to food. 
Action: After a discussion consensus was reached and all Core Group members are to take the idea back to their group asking for the groups to find ways to  support projects related to food. 

Some ideas discussed and other random thoughts for groups to consider: 
Mobility – the cost of bringing food into the county, distance food travels to get here, the carbon footprint created; calories burned and better life-styles by using bicycles, etc. 
Energy  and Waste– creating energy from food waste, biomass e.g., ethanol, using compost to heat greenhouses,   
Building and Design – Creating beautiful gardens and edible landscapes, efficient green house design, root cellars and straw bale storage buildings, outdoor kitchens, 

Education -  Movies and outreach to the community on buying local, growing food especially targeting socio-economic and faith based groups not currently involved in STI

Health – The nutritional differences in  creating health, eating local foods, native plants and local medicine

Folk School – providing classes for all of the above, promoting the development of local green education and business development by working with the Communiversity partners.  Looking @ developing internship programs for all working groups. 
Next Meeting:  Potluck - Sunday, July 11th  5 0 @ Gaea’s  - call for directions 255 7046
 

 

