September 3, 2009 Core Circle Meeting Notes

Attended By: Debra, Richard, Suzan, Pat, Ken, Erik, Laresa (note taker), Gaea, Bev, Peggy, Karen, Cricket

*A written copy of the values and agreements has been sent out by e-mail, we should all know them by now.

Working Groups

-Karen gave a summary of the evolution of Working Groups. The first year has focused on building a group of members to work together, creating a mission statement, and creating and working on projects. The next step is to start reaching out to the greater community and building branches with other groups, organizations, people to spread our connectivity and build coalition. Asset mapping will be the focus in the upcoming months. Who is out there, how can we connect and work together. The goal is “raising awareness, building coalition”

-The Chamber of Commerce has a free brochure listing all volunteer organizations in Sandpoint
Energy- (Richard)- Group has four core members, trying to refocus and find direction. Key members have a lot of knowledge and various interests.
Heart and Soul of Change (Suzan)- Meeting every 3rd Sunday of the month @4pm, location changes. Looking into a community outreach program with the Teen Center, possible mentoring program.

Working on bringing in elders into the group.

Food (Pat)- Will call original food group members to reconvene and start on new projects. Fall/winter will be a good time to regroup and start talking about other projects. There is a list of at least 20 project ideas.  All the energy this summer has been focused on the community garden, which has been going very well.  Pat is working on a fun photo newsletter about the garden.  

*Anyone can pick food from the community garden section at the garden if they need the food. 

-The University of Idaho Master Gardeners has a great website loaded with gardening information. 

-Pat will put a list together of the different gardening activities/events, these will then be posted on the activity calendar on the STI web (by Laresa)

Health (Cricket)- Have several members working actively on different causes. One is working on the Fluoride campaign- the City was going to put a treatment of Fluoride in the city water, but now the issue will be put on the ballot this November for voters to decide. 

-19 people attended the “Holistic Health Chamber of Commerce”. Will have a October kickoff event to invite members to join. Want to unite the health community to work with alternative and holistic health groups. 

-Cricket will send out an e-mail to all STI members asking if they want to opt in to receiving Holistic Chamber e-mails

Education (Ken)- Next meeting is on September 12th
-Next movie is Garbage Warrior Sept 17th at 6:30 at the library

-Working on outreach to schools to show the movie “Story of Stuff”

-Ken is working on creating a network of mentors

-Education group and Heart and Soul group should work together/coordinate on these similar projects

-Education Group needs a movie for October to show at the library

Building (Erik)- Working on 2 projects. 1)Alternative energy home show- where people can tour and learn about different alternative energy homes. 2) Energy Audits- working with the City to write a grant to get money to do home energy audits.

Wasteless (Laresa)- This week an article will be published in the Reader highlighting the success of the “Greening of the Festival”. About half the waste was reduced from the Festival due to recycling and composting. 

-Looking at four different options for recycling in Bonner county, in October will hold a Town Hall meeting presenting these options to the greater community to get input and opinions. 

Mobility (Bev)- Working with the IMAP (Idaho Mobility Access Pathways) program to find funding for pedestrian pathways.

-Building coalition with all mobility options/ organizations in Bonner County

1 Year Anniversary Event

-Purpose is to reconnect, reenergize, have fun, raise a little money, create a community connection…and more

-Rob Hopkins will send a personalized pre-recorded CD presentation, possibly talking about how to become a “Carbonless Community”

-Proposed date is Sunday November 15th (this is when the Panida is available), Suzan will look into the availability of the new Events Center. 

-Transition Movie is 53minutes long, potential to be shown. 

-Each Working Group will have a booth, set up in the shape of a village (?)- to have something to do, show off, present and sign up for

-Will need media build up before the event. Each working group is potentially asked to write an article.
-Silent auction of recycled art

-It was decided to combine the Harvest Festival on Oct 10, with the Anniversary event to focus the energy and put together a great event. 

-An event group consisting of Karen, Richard, Gaea, Bev, and Suzan was formed. They will meet each week to coordinate the event. Other people can be “petals” to be assigned specific tasks to help.

City of Parks and Recreation

-Looking to have a meeting to have a discussion on creating the new master plan, community and STI, is asked to participate

501c3 Status

-Have all the documents and papers ready to review. Each Core Circle member can review and submit comments by September 9th. Everything will be submitted on September 10th. 

Ning- http://transitionsandpoint.ning.com/
-Keep playing around on ning. Each Working Group can make their own page to have discussions on. 

-Richard can set up an online training with the Ning expert via Skype

Next Meeting: Thursday October 1st, @6:15pm @ Luther Park

