Sandpoint Transition Initiative

Food Group Meeting

Wednesday, July 22, 6-8 pm

Community Garden

The meeting was opened at 6:15 by Food Group Representative, Pat Wentworth

Richard Kuhnel, an STI Board member gave an overview of STI and its relationship with the Community Garden and told what several Working Groups are doing.

Pat asked for input and suggestions from those attending which included:

-An idea to plant the entire Communal portion of the Garden in different types of berries. (for next year?)

-A suggestion to not have a Communal Garden, but  just plots. The plot holders would then devote a row ( or such concept) to the soup kitchens and food bank.
 By having just plots (perhaps all 4 x 8 or some 4 x 16 with wooden beds to keep soil in) this would eliminate the watering and weeding issues. 

-An individual was not happy about receiving “nasty” emails.

-A compost area is needed.  A compost bin, bulletin board and sign have been promised but we will need to follow-up to see where they stand.

-Many thanks for the great shed that was built by George Weaver. Cards were passed around to sign to thank George.

-The suggestion to have  perodic work days to complete the ongoing projects was suggested (ex:  painting the shed, laying down more bark etc.)  And we "Gotta" have fun doing it!

-Mowing, watering, mulching...were discussed as on going things to do.

-A suggestion was made to have a beginners gardening workshop once a month.

-A Food Preservation workshop was talked about to be held at "Harvest Time."

-The City water bill is $127 for the two months May and June. Good job on water usage everyone

The STI Food Group has a wish list of more than twenty ideas on how we can help this wonderful community.  These projects will take time and the participation of many volunteers.  Please keep in mind that no one has to volunteer for everything.  You pick and choose those things that 
interest you and help out when you can.  The more people we have, the easier it is on everyone who participates.  

So please join us at the next meetting.  And email us!  Your ideas for projects, workshops and all kinds of fun stuff are valued and needed.  Thanks!

Your partners in Thyme,

Gaea - swin4d@nctv.com
Mary Catherine - mcrole@hotmail.com
Pat - pwentworth1@yahoo.com

p.s. - The STI Picnic scheduled for Sunday, July 26th at the Garden has been postponed 
to a "cooler" date.  New time will be announced soon.

