STI Waste Group Meeting #4                                                            Friday January 31, 2008
Attendees:

Dave Pietz,         


 265-3563         davepietz@yahoo.com
Laresa Kerstetter (note taker)      946-0468
laresak@hotmail.com
Richard Kuhnel                                255-2440         Richard@gentleharvest.org


Noah Grand         

                           noahgrandteacher@yahoo.com                   
Philip E. Degens


263-0660

Next Meeting Monday Feb 23 5:00pm @ Laresa’s  617 Church

NOTES

-Dave gave an update on the DEQ plan to propose a glass pulveriser for Bonner and Kootenai County.  The meeting to the city council is being postponed to mid February and will be held in CDA.

Update from core meeting

-Currently STI does not have 501C3 status. If money does come in STI will work with a fiscal agent. 

-For now when talking to government agencies or other authorities don’t say you are working for STI, just say you are with a group working towards sustainability. 

-For projects there will be a system of support and suggestions to make sure the project follows guidelines that will help it to be successful and to follow the principles of STI

The waste group should look at:

1.Mission Statement 
2.  Goals

3. Projects- try starting on a smaller scale
4. EDAP(Energy Decent Action Plan)- create a long term plan that describes areas in the community that need to become sustainable, independent from large system, and that restore the health. What would that take? What is currently in place and what gaps need to be filled? What long term projects need to happen? The ideal project is self funding and sustainable. 

-Richard provided guidance in looking at the big picture- The ultimate goal is zero waste, to have a use for all materials instead of making them garbage and without using more energy or creating pollution. 
Who, what, how much waste is generated? Who are the key players need to be involved in this process? What would have the largest impact. 

-Compost service – share info on the benefits how to do it

- Noah (and partners) are getting a business/ permaculture farm started using worms for vermiculture, biochar (a process of burning waste and creating a soil rich in carbon). This increases crop production and decreases C02, making an excellent fertilizer. They are also working on ethanol production, greenhouses, and mushrooms.

-In the old days there was no problem with garbage- there was no plastic to deal with and glass and newspapers were reused.    
