STI Mobility Committee Meeting

January 21, 2009, noon

Sandpoint Library

Attendance: Michael, Mark, Rae, Cyndi, Aaron, Cherita, Jon, Gloria

The minutes of the 1-7-09 meeting were approved.

Core group meeting:  Michael reported on the Core meeting of 1-15-09 and gave a copy of the notes to Gloria.  He believes the notes will be posted on the STI website.  The Core group has a list of all the people who indicated interest in working with the various STI groups and we could contact the people interested in this group.  At the core meeting they discussed that many groups still need mission statements, also that many groups need facilitation training and projects to hold interest.

Pedestrian Advisory Committee:  Michael  said the main business of the meeting he attended was snow removal and sidewalk maintenance and that the city needs to take more of a role to provide safe conditions for pedestrians as many property owners are unable to do the work themselves.  Michael also received a report on a survey on “Safe Routes to School.”  He gave a copy of the report to Rae and our committee may look at it later.
IMAP:  Mark reported on the IMAP (Idaho’s Mobility and Access Pathway) meeting.  Ken Hosen of KFH, the consultant for the Idaho Dept. of Transportation, led the meeting.  All kinds of mobility were discussed: dial-a-ride, public transit, park and ride, ride share, walking, biking, etc., everything but the one-person private vehicle.  They did not mention any follow-up meetings but plan to have their package of local needs for each of the Local Mobility Management Networks (we’re in 1-A) submitted to the ITD for funding review in April.  The use of school buses for public transit was discussed by Hosen who said it is rarely successful; the school district must be motivated.
Mark mentioned that there was interest in ride share at the meeting and another organization is working on a similar project, maybe Bonner General Hospital.  Jon and Mark may contact Susan Kiebert, the local ITD contact person for more information.  Jon said some people have listed rides on his sandpointrideshare.com  site but people seem to be hesitant to contact them for rides.

Other business: Aaron brought up vegetable oil and biodiesel and thinks a local bus with free fuel from donated oil would be a good demonstration project.

Aaron mentioned that the people who most need ride share rides are not in the position to get the information.  Information about rideshare could be included in the information agencies give to low income people.  Cherita said the agencies are not very good at getting information to people.   We discussed ways of getting information to people.  Aaron also mentioned that tourism would benefit from information on cheap places to stay, need for hostels and the website, couchsurfing.com.

Projects:
Michael reported on pedicabs.  They have them in Spokane and New York City.  Michael plans to get information on laws and insurance.  Cyndi wondered if, since they run a bus, Schweitzer might want to get involved with STI.  Coldwater Creek and Thorne Research and other businesses also.  Michael plans to contact businesses regarding pedicabs as a pedicab costs $5,000 and there are other expenses.
Bike trails: Rae mentioned that the construction of the bypass is an opportunity to look at the other transportation modes and the overall transportation pattern.

Pedestrian flags:  Molly O’Reilly told Michael they had been tried locally but could be tried again because the previous flag project was not well executed.  Rae will ask Molly for more information.

Parade: Rae suggested a flag drill team for the 4th of July parade.  We discussed if all STI would want to be in the parade, perhaps a float followed by the different groups.  Michael will take the concept to the core group meeting.  Perhaps we could borrow a pedicab from Spokane.  Aaron suggested a vegetable oil fueled vehicle and said a bike shop has one.

We deferred the mission statement to the next meeting; it needs to be broader than the nugget on today’s agenda.

Next Meeting:  Noon, Wednesday February 4, at the library.  We will work on the mission statement.  Michael suggested that we also select an alternative delegate to the core group meetings.  Cherita volunteered to be an alternate and would like to attend the next Core meeting (Saturday, February 7, from 10 to 2) with Michael.  Michael will check with the Core group and we may not need to discuss this at the next meeting.  Also for the next meeting, discussion of outreach to the people on the list of interested people who have not attended our meetings.
Submitted by Gloria Ray

January 24, 2009

