Minutes
Sandpoint Transition Initiative
Transportation Working Group Meeting 
Thursday, January 7, 2009
 
Attendance: Rae Charlton, Mark Henthorn, Michael Reitz, Jon Waldrup, Bev Chapman, Aaron Jennings, Phil Role, Gloria Ray
 
John Waldrup discussed his sandpointrideshare.com website and the need to publicize it.  Bev volunteered to email SandpointOnline, Michael to contact the radio station and Gloria to email library staff and put Jon's notice on the library bulletin board.
 
Agenda Items
1. Filling required positions: Rae volunteered as facilitator and Gloria volunteered to take notes.  Positions may rotate.
2. Rules of conduct: Have a meeting leader (facilitator), raise hand when you want to speak, limit of five minutes, can come back to the topic later if necessary, go around the table before meeting ends and encourage everyone to speak up.  All ideas are good ideas and to be treated with respect.
3. Meeting reports:  IMAP meeting, Mark explained that the state is divided into areas, each with a LMMN, pronounced “lemon,” which is a local mobility network which is to come up with a list of needs to present to the Idaho Department of Transportation.  Michael reported that this was to have happened 15 years ago and is just happening now due to a push from the governor and could be “pie in the sky.”  The IMAP meeting discussed multiple modalities of mobility.  Mark, Michael and Gloria plan to go to the follow-up IMAP meeting January 8.  Core Circle Meeting, Michael went to one and thinks they will be monthly.  He is able to represent the Transportation group at the next Core meeting.  Rae may be available to attend when needed.  
4. Ideas/issues to be conveyed at IMAP meeting: Need for regional parking areas for carpooling.  Jon and Michael spoke about bike exchange programs and will get more information.

Bev mentioned several ideas including walker's flags, bright colored flags available at intersections for pedestrians to use when crossing the street and especially useful due to lack of visibility due to snow berms.  Michael will present the idea to the Pedestrian Committee, of which he is a member.  Bev also suggested an alternative vehicle in the 4th of July parade as a visible project of the committee and everyone in attendance thought it a good idea.

Several people agreed that airport shuttles would be beneficial to the community and the adequacy of present taxi type systems was discussed.  There were also questions about the functions of the N.I.C.E. (North Idaho Community Express) bus.  Aaron suggested that all trains that come through Sandpoint should have a passenger car, and also suggested hitchhiking depots around the county.

Michael mentioned that several of the ideas intersect with the Energy and Community Design committees and that communication with related committees is important.  This can happen through the Core group meetings.  Jon would like the need for parking areas mentioned to the Core group.  Michael mentioned that he had met someone in Sandpoint with U.S. Energy Dept. connections, including to Obama's proposed Energy Secretary.
5. Library reference resources on community resources.  Gloria explained that, while the library has some information, community information is not a current specialty and she will discuss it with reference staff.
6. Focus groups/projects.  Attendees agreed that we want to encourage members to go off on their own interests.  Aaron mentioned the need for a walking path along hwy 95 from Samuels to Sandpoint.  Attendees discussed whether new highway construction projects are required to have bike paths.
a. Bicycles: Larry, Phil and Jon will continue to investigate bike trails and related subjects. Michael will investigate bike exchanges.

b. Pedicabs: Michael will continue to explore.
c. Carpooling: Jon is working on this, would like assistance from core group in obtaining insurance.  Registration of riders has not been a priority.
d. Transit system:  Will probably be discussed at IMAP meeting.  Cyndi will continue to look into school bus utilization.
e. Plan for walkable downtown: Rae and Mark will investigate.
f. Comprehensive transportation plan, integration of modalities: Mark and Michael will investigate.
g. Other: Jon mentioned that the County received a GIS grant to use to map various routes and data.
7. Name of the group:  The attendees voted and agreed that “Mobility Committee” is a preferable committee name.

8. Next meeting: Wednesday, January 21, 2009 at noon in the library meeting room.  The Mobility Committee will meet every two weeks for the immediate future as there is much to be discussed and the Idaho IMAP has a deadline soon for obtaining community input.

 
Submitted by Gloria Ray
January 9, 2009 
