Waste Meeting #2               Tuesday December 2, 2008
Next meeting Tuesday January 6, 2009 at 6:00 pm at Laresa’s house- 517 Church (Corner of Boyer with sign that says Massage Essence)

Members Present

 Jennifer Del Carlo        (208)-290-1404    delcarlo@televar.com                 Contact person

Laresa Kerstetter 
(208) 946-0468     laresak@hotmail.com                 Note taker
Noelle Argue        (208)-263-0841   noelleargue@gmail.com   

Heidi Lumpkin     (208)-263-1080   unisoils@yahoo.com 

Dave Pietz,          (208)-265-3563   davepietz@yahoo.com   

Martha Hoxley

263-0465
mhoxley@att.net
Tea Aunan
263-7355
teaunan5@gmail.com
Cindy Peer
255-7138
cpeer@pchaninc.com
Terra Cressey
597-6018
terrardh@hotmail.com
Notes       (quick note on topics and ideas discussed)

· EPA told Pacific Steel to stop crushing glass, they currently send it to Medicine Lake

· Pacific Steel takes newspaper, office paper, tin, aluminum, cardboard. Not open on Saturday

· Sandpoint City takes #1 and #2 plastics, corrugated cardboard, tin and aluminum. This gets sent to Pacific Steel or Spokane

· All garbage in Bonner County gets shipped to Arlington, OR. There are not landfills.

· Idaho State law doesn’t allow pulverized glass to be used in road bed construction

· Bonner County had a glass crusher but the project fell through and the crusher got sold.

· Pacific Steel said recycling glass is too costly energy wise

· Idaho state doesn’t have a redemption law because stores and merchants don’t want to have to deal with it. What would it take to change the law to get a redemption program? ( lots of states have a refund for glass and aluminum)
· California – “RePlanIt” company installs recycling centers that refund $- will come to Idaho if the state law is changed.
· Non-profit in Kansas city had recycling center that made greeting cards with recycled paper, good community involvement with retired people

· Company “terra Cycle” pays girl scouts for garbage and compost waste to make earth worm beds

· Incentives to get businesses to reuse compost locally

· Other municipalities charging for waste encourages people to decrease waste and recycle more

· **Look at what kind of trash is generated and how much, in Sandpoint and Bonner County

· Heidi talked to Waste Management – they currently collect 1 ton a day of recyclables, didn’t say how much trash

· 1st step is getting information out on what can be recycled currently, an education flyer. The Quakers, Friends of Sandpoint published flyer in 2006, contact them to update and redistribute. Located on 1025 Alder St. Can send out with Waste disposal tags annually for county permits.
· Look at other towns similar to Sandpoint (population wise) and compare their current recycling systems, what can we model.

· EPA tracks oil disposal, does Idaho regulate used oil? (some states do)

· Volunteers to go to dump and instruct on what and how to recycle

· How many transfer stations are there? Where?

· Improve signage at Transfer Stations to help educate

· Businesses, apartments don’t have recycle bins. Contact city to find out why and what it would take to get bins

· Increase awareness of recycling

· E-Waste- a guy in Old Town, WA collects and sends to China for money- lots goes to Nigeria to get dismantled

· People should be responsible for the disposal of their cars and E-Waste, some places charge to dispose of it.

· Battery Recycling- Radio Shack accepts batteries. Find out what kinds

· Punch card to generate points to encourage recycling. Incentive program

· 1 location to accept recycling takes a lot of time/energy to sort- have smaller scale, multiple sites of recycling

· Priest River has beehive recycling bins

· Place more recycling bins around town, next to garbage cans

· Do survey of how much people recycle, use it as a gauge for improvement

· 37,000 tons of trash a year gets shipped to Arlington, OR from Bonner County

· Food containers made out of corn or soy based- encourage businesses to start using instead of plastic and Styrofoam

· Publishers have Eco-logo if they publish based on green points

· Community wide incentive/merit program that is a sticker homes, businesses can display if they have met certain targets and made eco improvements, can be many ways of getting points, and have different categories (ie Waste, Energy)

· Medical Waste- Include on brochure- What does Bonner General do with theirs?

· Food from schools can get composted on site or in a large compost facility

· Look at different towns, communities’ ways of composting. 

· Can make a business that collects compost and makes fertilizer

· Festivals are good places to have education/recycling displays and implementation. Can we get Festival at Sandpoint vendors to use compostable cups/corn based waste products? 

· Need a market for recycling products

· Yokes uses plastic bio-degradable bags (break down in 20 years)

· Ban plastic bags in Sandpoint- bring your own bag. Have stores going away reusable bags for spending X amount of money at the store. Encourage all stores, businesses to stop using plastic for food items- they can charge more to use the corn/soy based products

· Find out recycling options and post on STI web

· Decrease trash collection fees if recycling increases

· Waste Management won’t take yard waste due to chemicals put in lawns

· AbCo Wood Recycling company, the guy who owns it is very interested in helping

· Bonner County subcontracts with AbCo to take wood waste

· Feasibility of using recycled glass for building materials

· Spokane hauls yard waste to a company that makes compost

· Directory that has eco-restaurants, ones that don’t use plastic, buy locally

Research/ Action 

-
Heidi will create a survey to find out where the main trash sources are

- 
Cindi will research other communities that have good recycling /composting programs

-
Dave will look into the glass pulverizer program, and worms that digest toxic waste and chemicals

- 
Jen will put information on the Yahoo group site- this is a chat site where all members of the waste group will put out research findings and be able to communicate between meetings

-
Terra will research different recycling / composting organizations, companies like Terra Cycle 

-
Noelle will contact the City or Waste Management to find out what it would take to get recycling bins place at businesses and apartments, as well as recycling cans around the city next to trash cans. Noelle is going to attend the Steering Meeting on Monday December 8 to represent the group. (anyone who wants to attend with her is welcome)

-
Tea will contact Winter Ridge and other restaurants to find out if they would be willing to switch over to using non-plastic food containers, products
